WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 c^l Xx'^'fSA method of operating a purchasing system, comprising: 

2 arranging through a communication network for a buyer to (i) purchase a product 

3 from a seller at a^rst price, and (ii) take possession of the product at a retailer, different 

4 from the seller, thatWfers the product for sale at a second price; 

5 receiving from t^e buyer a payment of an amount based on the first price; and 

6 arranging for the reijailer to receive payment of an amount based on a settlement 

7 price in exchange for providn\g the product to the buyer. 

1 2. The method of claim l,Vherein the settlement price is based on the second 

2 price. \ 

1 3. The method of claim 2, wherein tKe settlement price is equal to the second 

2 price. \ 

1 4. The method of claim 2, wherein the settlement price is a percentage of the 

2 second price. \ 

1 5. The method of claim 2, wherein the settlement pWce is more than the second 

2 price. \ 

1 6. The method of claim 2, wherein the settlement price is lurther based on a 

2 commission amount. \ 

1 7. The method of claim 1, wherein the settlement price is not sol^y a function of 

2 the second price. \ 

1 8. The method of claim 1, wherein the settlement price is not based onVie second 

2 price. \ 

1 9. The method of claim 1, wherein said receiving payment from the buyer \ 

2 comprises charging a financial account associated with the buyer. \ 
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1 lOsThe method of claim 9, wherein the payment is received at a time based on 

2 when the purcftasing system arranges for the buyer to purchase the product. 

1 11. The me^od of claim 9, wherein the payment is received at a time based on 

2 when the buyer takes possession of the product at the retailer. 

1 12. The method of odaim 9, wherein said receiving payment comprises receiving 

2 payment of an amount based An the first price plus a penalty amount. 

1 13. The method of claim r2, wherein the penalty amount is imposed when the 

2 buyer has not took possession of theVroduct fi-om the retailer within a predetermined 
.3,3 period of time. \ 

\ 14. The method of claim 13, wherein the penalty amount is based on a cost 

i^, 2 associated with shipping the product to the buyer. 

E 1 15. The method of claim 1, wherein said aSranging for the buyer to purchase the 

s j 2 product comprises: \ 

j 3 receiving a buyer offer, including a buyer-defined first price and information about 

Q 4 the product, fi-om the buyer; and \ 

J \ 

5 determining if the buyer offer will be accepted. \ 

1 16. The method of claim 15, wherein the information aB^put the product includes at 

2 least one of: a product category; a product class; a product featured a product manufacturer; 

3 and a product identifier. \ 

1 17. The method of claim 15, wherein the buyer offer includes a payment identifier. 

1 18. The method of claim 15, wherein said determining comprises at feast one of: 

2 (i) sending information about the buyer offer to at least one seller; and (ii) locam^ 

3 determining if the buyer offer will be accepted. \ 

1 19. The method of claim 1, wherein the first price is set by the seller. 
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method of claim 1, wherein the first price is set by the buyer. 
21 . The meths*^ of claim 1, wherein the first price is set by the purchasing system. 

1 22. The method of clau^J, wherein said arranging for the buyer to purchase the 

2 product comprises evaluating at lea^t^one of: the first price; the settlement price; a seller 

3 price; a subsidy amount; a commission amount; and a minimum acceptable price. 

1 23. The method of claim 22, wherein saKj^ evaluation fiarther comprises evaluating 

2 a minimum profit amount. 

3 

=f 1 24. The method of claim 23, wherein said evaluatioT^omprises comparing the 

Z 2 minimum profit amount to the first price less the settlement pricb. 

^ 1 25. The methcral of claim 23, wherein said evaluation comprises comparing the 

2 minimum profit amount to the first price less the settlement price. 

J 

1 1 26.'S^e method of claim 23, wherein said evaluation comprises comparing the 

4 

J 2 minimum profitSmount to the first price and the subsidy amount less the settlement price. 

1 27. The method o^F^laim 23, wherein the minimum profit amount is a negative 

2 amount. 

1 28. The method of claim 22, \^5£rein said arranging for the buyer to take 

2 possession of the product comprises selectih^^at least one product fi-om a plurality of 

3 possible products. 



1 29. The method of claim 22, wherein said arrangtog for the buyer to take 

2 possession of the product comprises selecting at least one re^iler fi-om a plurality of 

3 possible retailers. 
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1 3^ The method of claim 22, wherein said arranging for the buyer to take 

2 possession of the product comprises selecting a plurality of retailers. 

1 31. Thdonethod of claim 22, wherein said evaluation comprises: 

2 comparing^he first price with a minimum acceptable price; and 

3 comparing the minimum profit amount to the first price and the subsidy amount 

4 less the settlement prio^e. 

1 32. The method oi\claim 22, wherein said arranging for the buyer to purchase the 

2 product is only performed if 1^) first price is at least equal to the minimum acceptable 

3 price; and (ii) the minimum profit amount is at least equal to the first price and the subsidy 
; 4 amount less the settlement price\ 

I j \ 

1 33. The method of claim 1, wherein said arranging for the buyer to purchase the 

I I 2 product comprises arranging for the selW to sell the product to the buyer at a seller price. 

1 34. The method of claim 33, wherem said arranging for the seller to sell the 

■=4 2 product further comprises evaluating a minirmsim acceptable price below which a product 

l"] 3 will not be sold. \ 

1 35. The method of claim 34, wherein the mmimum acceptable price is set by the 

2 seller. \ 

1 36. The method of claim 34, wherein the minimu A acceptable price is set by the 

2 purchasing system. \ 

1 37. The method of claim 33, wherein the first price is no^equal to the seller price. 

1 38. The method of claim 33, comprising exchanging paymentNof a seller amount 

2 with the seller, the seller amount being based on the first price and the settlement price. 

1 39. The method of claim 1, wherein said arranging for the buyer to tai^ possession 

2 of the product comprises sending redemption information to the buyer. 
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1 40. method of claim 1, wherein said arranging for the buyer to take possession 

2 of the producVcomprises: 

3 receivii^ from the retailer information related to an attempt to take possession of 

4 the product; and \ 

5 sending to tl^ retailer a verification authorizing the buyer to take possession of the 

6 product. \ 

1 41 . The method o\claim 1, wherein said arranging for the retailer to receive 

2 payment of the settlement pru;e comprises paying the settlement price to the retailer. 

1 42. The method of clain^l, wherein said arranging for the buyer to take 

3 2 possession of the product comprises selecting a plurality of retailers and the settlement 

Z 3 price is paid to the retailer at which tl\e buyer took possession of the product. 
J \ 

1 43. The method of claim 1, wheram said arranging for the buyer to purchase the 

2 product comprises arranging for a seller to sell the product to the buyer, and said arranging 
1 3 for the retailer to receive payment of the settlement price comprises arranging for the 

4 retailer to receive payment of the settlement price from the seller. 

1 44. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving payment of a subsidy 

2 amount from a subsidy provider. \ 

1 45. The method of claim 44, wherein the subsidy provider comprises at least one 

2 of: a manufacturer of the product; a seller of the product; the retailer; and a third party 

3 subsidy provider. \ 

1 46. The method of claim 44, wherein said arranging for the biWer to purchase the 

2 product comprises arranging for a product manufacturer to sell the prodUyCt to the buyer at 

3 a seller price, and said receiving payment of a subsidy amount comprises a^s^usting a seller 

4 amount exchanged with the manufacturer. \ 
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1 47. '^e method of claim 44, wherein said arranging for the buyer to purchase the 

2 product compnses arranging for the retailer to sell the product to the buyer at a seller price, 

3 and said receivinfe payment of a subsidy amount comprises adjusting the settlement price 

4 paid to the retailerX 

1 48, The metho^of claim 44, wherein the subsidy amount is variable and further 

2 includes a maximum subsidy amount. 

1 49, The method of claim 44, wherein the subsidy amount is associated with a 

2 plurality of transactions perfonr^d by the purchasing system. 

1 50, The method of claim l,Nftxrther comprising receiving payment of a commission 

2 amount from a commission provider .\ 

1 51, The method of claim 50, whemn the commission provider comprises at least 

2 one of: a manufacturer of the product; a seller of the product; the retailer; and the buyer. 

1 52. The method of claim 50, wherein th^ommission amount is based on at least 

2 one of: a predetermined amount; a percentage of tnte first price; a percentage of the 

3 settlement price; and a percentage of a seller price. \ 

1 53. The method of claim 50, wherein said receivmg payment of the commission 

2 amount comprises adjusting at least one of: the first price; me settlement price; and a seller 

3 amount exchanged with a seller. \ 

1 54. The method of claim 1 , wherein the settlement price rs not equal to the second 

2 price. \ 

1 55. The method of claim 1, wherein the first price is not equal tVthe second price. 

1 56. The method of claim 1, wherein the first price is not equal to the settlement 

2 price. 
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1 5^\The method of claim 1 , further comprising subsidizing the purchase of the 

2 product. 

1 58. The meh^d of claim 57, wherein the purchasing system subsidizes the 

2 purchase of the producrsbased on at least one of: subsidies provided to other buyers; past 

3 subsidies provided to the m^er; and a maximum purchasing system subsidy amount. 

1 59. The method of claimV wherein the purchasing system arranges for a plurality 

2 of buyers to take possession of a plur^ity of products at the retailer. 

1 60. The method of claim 59, wherena the purchasing system arranges for the 

2 retailer to receive a payment corresponding to e^ch settlement price as each of the plurality 

3 of products is provided. 



f ] 1 61 . The method of claim 59, wherein the purchWng system arranges for the 

i- = 2 retailer to receive a payment corresponding to a plurality ©^settlement prices after the 

3 retailer has provided a plurality of products. 

r 3 

^* J 1 62yA method of operating a purchasing system, comprising 

•= =^ 2 ^ receiving, from a buyer through a communication network, information about a 

3 product to be purchased from a seller at a first price; 

4 receiving payment based on the first price from the buyer; 

5 arranging for the buyer to take. possession of the product at a retailer, deferent from 

6 the seller, that offers the product for sale at a second price; 

7 sending to the retailer verification information enabling the retailer to auth^fize the 

8 buyer to take possession of the product; and 

9 arranging for the retailer to receive payment of a settlement price in exchange 
10 providing the product to the buyer. 

1 63. The method of claim 62, wherein the received information comprises a buyer 

2 offer, the first price is a buyer-defined price, and the information about the product 

3 includes at least one of: a product category; a product class; a product feature; and a 

4 payment identifier. 
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1 64^ The method of claim 63, further comprising determining if the buyer offer will 

2 be acceptedN. 

ip^^O- * method of claim 63, wherein said determining comprises at least one of: 

2 (i) sending information wjout the buyer offer to at least one seller; and (ii) locally 

3 determining if the buyer offer will be accepted. 

1 6^ The method of claim 1 , wherein said arranging for a buyer to purchase a 

2 product comprises evaluating at least one of: the first price; the settlement price; a seller 

3 price; a subsid^amount; a commission amount; and a minimum acceptable price. 

1 67. The metn^ of claim 1, wherein said sending to the retailer verification 

2 information comprises: \ 

3 sending redemptiorri^formation to the buyer; 

4 receiving fi-om the retaJ^r information related to an attempt to take possession of 

5 the product; and \ 

6 sending to the retailer a verift^cation authorizing the buyer to take possession of the 

7 product. \ 

1 68. The method of claim 67, whereiir^he redemption information and the 

2 information related to an attempt to take possession of the product comprise a redemption 

3 code. \ 

1 69. The method of claim 68, wherein the redempfion code is a pseudo payment 

2 identifier. \. 

1 70- The method of claim 69, wherein the pseudo payment io^tifier is one of a 

2 pseudo: credit card number; debit card number; and banking account number. 

1 71 . The method of claim 69, wherein the pseudo payment identifier iWniquely 

2 associated with the purchase of the product by the buyer. \ 
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1 7 A The method of claim 71, wherein said receiving from the retailer the pseudo 

2 payment identifier comprises receiving the identifier through a credit card processing 

3 system. \ 

1 73. The method of claim 71, wherein the pseudo payment identifier is provided on 

2 a voucher, and the retarter sends the voucher to the purchasing system as a record of 

3 charge. \ 

1 74. The method of claipn 71, wherein said arranging for the buyer to take 

2 possession of the product at a reta^er further comprises adjusting a spending limit 

3 associated with the pseudo paymennuientifier. 

1 75. The method of claim 74, wherein said adjusting a spending limit comprises 

2 establishing a minimum spending amount and a maximum spending amount based on the 

3 settlement price. \ 

1 76. The method of claim 75, wherein the mformation related to an attempt to take 

2 possession of the product comprises a purchase price^d said sending a verification is 

3 only performed if the purchase price is more than the minimum spending amount and less 

4 than the maximum spending amount. \ 

1 77. The method of claim 74, wherein said adjusting comprises adjusting the 

2 spending limit based on one of: the second price; the settlement Rrice; and the first price. 

1 78. The method of claim 77, wherein said adjusting is furtheM)ased on one of: a 

2 penalty amount; and a tax amount. \ 

1 79. The method of claim 74, wherein said adjusting is based on on^f (i) an 

2 average; and (ii) the highest of a plurality of settlement prices or retail prices associated 

3 with the product. \ 

1 80. The method of claim 74, wherein the spending limit is re-adjusted wheiMhe 

2 buyer takes possession of the product at the retailer. 
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SlSThe method of claim 67, wherein the information received from the retailer 
comprises: X. 

a sixteen dighsnseudo credit card number, including four digits associated with the 
purchasing system and tw^ye digits associated with the buyer's purchase of the product; 
and 

an expiration date. \. 

82. The method of claim 67, wheram said receiving payment of the buyer price 
from the buyer is only performed after said s^^ling of the verification to the retailer. 

83. The method of claim 67, further comprisihg: 

receiving, after the verification is sent to the retai^r, payment of a subsidy amount 
from a subsidy provider. 

84. The method of claim 62, further comprising: \. 

receiving a subsidy amount from a subsidy provider, wherein tn^ubsidy amount is 
at least equal to the difference between the first price and the settlement pn^e. 



T receiving, from a buyer througn a communication network, a buyer offer, including 
information about a product to be purchased, a fist price and a payment identifier; 

determining if the buyer offer will be accepted by evaluating at least one of: the 
first price, a settlement price to b^paid to a retailer in exchange for providing the product 
to the buyer, a seller price to be paid to a seller of the product, a subsidy amount to be paid 
by a subsidy provider, a comm/ssion amount to be paid by a commission provider, and a 
minimum acceptable price; / 

receiving from the buyer payment of the first price using the payment identifier; 
sending a pseudo payment identifier to the buyer; 
receiving the pseuflo payment identifier from the retailer; 

sending to the re/ailer a verification authorizing the buyer to take possession of the 
product; and / 

arranging for me retailer to receive payment of the settlement price. 




method of operating a purchasing system, comprising: 
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1 8o\The method of claim 85, further comprising: 

2 adjusutag a spending Hmit associated with the pseudo payment identifier when the 

3 pseudo payment identifier is sent to the buyer; and 

4 re-adjustingHJie spending Hmit when the buyer takes possession of the product at 

5 the retailer. \ 

1 87; A purchasing system device, comprising: 

2 ^ a processor; and \ 

3 a storage device coupled toWid processor and storing instructions adapted to be 

4 executed by said processor to: \ 

5 arrange through a communication network for a buyer to (i) purchase a 

6 product fi-om a seller at a first pricV and (ii) take possession of the product at a 

7 retailer, different from the seller, thatspffers the product for sale at a second price; 

8 receive from the buyer a payment of an amount based on the first price; and 

9 arrange for the retailer to receive payment of an amount based on a 
10 settlement price in exchange for providing th^ product to the buyer. 

1 A purchasing system apparatus, comprising^v 

2 means for arranging through a communication network for a buyer to (i) purchase a 

3 product from a seller at a first price, and (ii) take possession oS^he product at a retailer, 

4 different from the seller, that offers the product for sale at a second price; 

5 means for receiving from the buyer a payment of an amount\ased on the first 

6 price; and \ 

7 means for arranging for the retailer to receive payment of an amoVit based on a 

8 settlement price in exchange for providing the product to the buyer. \ 

1 medium storing instructions adapted to be executed by a process^ to 

2 perform a method for operating a purchasing system, said method comprising: \ 

3 arranging through a communication network for a buyer to (i) purchase a prbduct 

4 from a seller at a first price, and (ii) take possession of the product at a retailer, differVit 

5 from the seller, that offers the product for sale at a second price; \ 

6 receiving from the buyer a payment of an amount based on the first price; and 
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7 an^ging for the retailer to receive payment of an amount based on a settlement 

8 price in exchange for providing the product to the buyer. 

1 9p^^ method of using a purchasing system, comprising: 

2 arranging with wae purchasing system, through a communication network, to 

3 purchase a product from aVseller at a first price; 

4 paying an amount based on the first price to the purchasing system; 

5 receiving redemption information from the purchasing system; 

6 providing the redemptioi^nformation to a retailer that offers the product for sale at 

7 a second price; and \ 

8 taking possession of the prodV:t at the retailer. 

1 ^ method of providing produ^s to buyers using a purchasing system, 

2 comprising: \ 

3 arranging to provide a product in excn^ge for a settlement price; 

4 receiving redemption information from M)uyer; 

5 sending the redemption information to the purchasing system; 

6 receiving from the purchasing system a verification authorizing the buyer to take 

7 possession of the product; \ 

8 providing the product to the buyer; and 

9 receiving payment of the settlement price. 

1 ^^^^2^^ method of selling a product using a purchasing system, comprising: 

2 arranging with the purchasing system to sell a product to M)uyer at a seller price; 

3 receiving from the purchasing system information related toNa buyer purchase; and 

4 exchanging a seller amount with the purchasing system such tmttnfe product has 

5 been provided to the buyer in exchange for the seller price. \\ 

1 ^^^3^^ method of operating a purchasing system, comprising: \ 

2 arranging through a communication network for a buyer to purchase a Woduct from 

3 a seller at a first price; \ 

4 arranging for the buyer to take possession of the product at a retailer that orders the 

5 product for sale at a second price; 
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6 ^Eiau^ng for the buyer to provide a payment to the retailer based on the first price; 

8 arranging for the retailer to^eeek^ga payment, in exchange for providing the 

9 product to the buyer, based on the difference betwSfen a settlement price and the first price. 

hjj^ ^y^^^^ method of operating a purchasing system, comprising: 

p arranging through a/communication network for a buyer to purchase a product fi-om 

3 a seller at a first price; / 

4 arranging for theybuyer to take possession of the product at a retailer that offers the 

5 product for sale at a seoond price; 

6 arranging for the buyer to provide a payment to the retailer based on the second 

7 price; and / 

38 arranging for the buyer to receive a payment based on the difference between the 

^9 first price and the ssecond price. 

1 

"^1 9x'^^^»4jethod of operating a purchasing system, comprising: 

2 ^ arranging rhi;augh a communication network for a buyer to purchase a product fi'om 

13 a seller at a first price; 

34 arranging for the buyer t^H^e possession of the product at a retailer that offers the 

35 product for sale at a second price; and^s^ 

I5 arranging for the retailer to receive payment of a settlement price in exchange for 

7 providing the product to the buyer. >v 

1 96, The method of claim 95, wherein the settlement pnbeis the first price when 

2 the seller is the retailer. ^*s^ 
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97NThe method of claim 95, further comprising: 
deter™ning if the seller is the retailer. 



1 98. The mediod of claim 97, wherein the seller is a party other than the retailer and 

2 the settlement price isHjased on the second price. 

1 99. The method of ciaim 97, wherein the seller is the retailer and the settlement 

2 price is based on the first price^ 

1 100. The method of claim 9\ wherein the seller is the retailer and the settlement 

2 price is based on the second price. 
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10i<^ method of operating a purchasing system, comprising: 
>^arranging through a communication nerWork for a buyer to (i) purchase a product 
from a seller at a first price, and (ii) take possession of the product at a retailer, different 
from the seller, that offers the product for sale at a second price; 

arranging for the buyer to provide to the retailen^ payment of an amount based on 
the first price; and 

arranging for the retailer to receive payment of an ani^unt based on a difference 
between the first price and a settlement price in exchange for providing the product to the 
buyer. 




A method of operating a purchasing system, comprising: 
arranging through a communication network for a buyer to (i) purcl^se a product 
from a seller at a first price, and (ii) take possession of the product at a retailed different 
from the seller, that offers the product for sale at a second price; 

determining if the second price is less than the first price; and 
if the second price is less than the first price, arranging for the buyer to purchafe 
the product from the seller at no more than the second price. 
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